Sir Henry and Lady Mary Sidifej^     11

"The only odd man and paragon of the Court'-!,
in Edward the Sixth's day was thought well of, not
merely as a courtier, but also as a rising statesman.
There is particular evidence of this in the fact that
the unscrupulous Duke of Northumberland chose
him, or at any rate accepted him, as a husband for
his eldest daughter. On the 2gth of March, 1551,
when she was about sixteen years old, and he not
yet two-and-twenty, Lady Mary Dudley was married
to Sir Henry Sidney. The ceremony appears to have
been then private, as it is recorded that the mar-
riage was " afterwards most publicly and honourably
solemnised in Ely Place, Holborn, in the Whitsun-
holidays next following." *

In all the records we have of the union which
thus began, and which lasted during thirty-five
years, we find no trace of discord, nothing but
tender affection on both sides, mutual help and
mutual admiration ; and, as the two must have been
well acquainted with one another for a long while
before the wedding, we may suppose that it was
partly a love-match. But it was evidently sanc-
tioned by the Duke of Northumberland, if not or-
dered, on grounds of expediency. Soon afterwards
Northumberland married his other daughter, Cath-
erine, to Lord Hastings, son of the Earl of Hunt-
ingdon, and in May, 1553, in furtherance of his

* A MS. Psalter of Sir Henry Sidney's, now in the Library of
Trinity College, Cambridge, from which the above and other extracts
were communicated by Mr. W. Aldis Wright to "Miscellanea Gen-
ealogica et Heraldica," part i. (April, 1870). This authority, in
important particulars correcting some hitherto accepted dates, will in
future be referred to as kl Sir Henry Sidney's Psalter."